








 

 
    Collapsed Bridge at Cotabato City, Philippines from the earthquake of  
    16 August 1976. (Photo Courtesy, Philippine Government)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. George Pararas- 
Carayannis (left) ITIC, 
and Dr. Robert Wallace 
(right) of the U. S. 
Geological Survey, pre- 
paring to board heli- 
copters to survey 
earthquake and tsunami 
damage in the Zamboanga 
area of Mindanao in the 
Philippines.  
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Date and Origin 
Time (UTC) Epicenter Magnitude Region Comments 
 
Jul 28  
1045 UTC  

 
 40.6 N  
119.3 E  

 
7.0 

 
Northeast China 

 
Press Release 

 
Aug 2  
1055 UTC  

 
 18.6 S 

169.8 E 

 
6.9 

 
New Hebrides Area 

 
Press Release 

 
Aug 16  
1406 UTC  

 
 32.7 N  
104.8 E  

 
6.5 
 

 
Southwest China 

 
Press Release 

 
Aug 16  
1610 UTC 

 
  7.2 N  
123.7 E  

 
7.8 
 

 
Celebes Sea, 
Philippines 

 
Watch and Watch 
Cancellation 

 
Aug 17  
0420 UTC  

 
  7.9 N 
123.4 E  

 
6.8 

 
Philippine Islands 

 
Press Release 

 
Sep 30  
2334 UTC  

 
 29.8 S  
177.5 W  

 
6.1 

 
Kermadec Islands 

 
- 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Typical village in tsunami  
disaster area,  
Philippine Islands  
August 1976.  
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Village children greeting ITIC 
survey party.  
 
(Photos, S. Wigen, ITIC)  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Demolished residences, 
Southern Mindanao Island, 
Philippines.  

Aerial view of inundated 
area, Southern Mindanao  
Island, Philippines.  
 
{Photos: by G. Pararas- 
         Carayannis)  

Southern Mindanao Island,  
note debris strewn about 
by the tsunami. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LT Richard Moore, (left) Chief, 
Pacific Tide Party and Mr. Masahiro 
Kishio,(right) Japan Meteorological 
Agency, Seismology Division, being 
guided through the Honolulu Observa-
tory by Mr. Joe Zebro, (center) Geo-
physicist at Honolulu Observatory.  
 

The Reverend Dr. Victor Badillo and 
Dr. George Pararas-Carayannis at the 
ITIC office. 

Tsunami Damage, Philippine Islands, August 17, 1976.  (Note debris carried 
inland by the wave action) 
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